
Nōgaku theatre was proclaimed as Intangible Cultural Heritage of 

Humanity by UNESCO. As a word, “Nōgaku” integrates the meanings of 

both Noh and Kyōgen. While Noh is characterized by the usage of 

distinctive masks and by tragic and profound themes, Kyōgen does not 

rely on masks and its comedic themes are rooted in ordinary life. 

�us, Noh and Kyōgen represent di�erent forms of expression that 

have their own unique appeal. 

Classical Kyōgen plays depict plots that range from failures occuring in 

the daily life of the common people, to stories involving demons or 

spirit. Another characteristic of Kyōgen is that it deals with familiar 

subjects. Moreover, the characters are nameless, ordinary people, while 

the content varies from parody to puns.

Perhaps it is exactly the fact that anything that humans can think of is 

turned into a bright and unrestrained laugh that gives Kyōgen its sense 

of familiarity. 
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